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the rumblings of unrest and revolution the 
Mexican military leaders began their quest to 
quietly disarm the Texians. One of the first ac-
tions was to retrieve a cannon lent to the 
Texian colonists at Gonzales. The famous 
bronze cannon was loaned to the Gonzales 
colonists by the Mexican government in 1831 
to defend themselves from hostile Apaches 
and Comanches. Mexican Corporal Casimiro 
De León and a few soldiers were sent to re-
claim the cannon. That task was easier said 
than done. 

The feisty Texians said they were keeping 
the gun and took the soldiers prisoner. The la-
dies of settlement even made a flag bearing 
the words ‘‘Come and Take It!’’ to be flown 
over the cannon. The cannon had been buried 
in a peach orchard near the Colorado River 
for safety, but was retrieved shortly after and 
readied for battle and mounted on cart wheels. 
The Mexican government responded by send-
ing Lieutenant Francisco de Castaneda of the 
Mexican Army and 150 troops to put an end 
to the dispute. They were met by a militia of 
frontier Texians and Indian fighters who simply 
said, ‘‘There it is—come and take it.’’ After a 
few shots were fired by both sides the Mexi-
can army left the engagement. The Battle of 
Gonzales went on to be known as the ‘‘Lex-
ington of Texas’’. It was Act I of the Texas 
War of Independence. It was similar to Lex-
ington because sixty years earlier the British 
had tried to seize the weapons of the colonists 
at Lexington and Concord. The Texas War, 
like the American War of Independence, 
began because oppressive government tried 
and failed to disarm the people. The citizens 
of Texas would not surrender their arms to ap-
pease the overbearing Mexican regime. His-
tory has an odd way of repeating itself. 

Flash forward 200 years. One night I was at 
a town hall meeting in Spring when a local 
preacher came up to me to share his con-
cerns about where our country was headed. It 
is always refreshing for me to hear from nor-
mal people in Southeast Texas after spending 
all week long in the land of the bureaucrats. 
I will always remember this particular neighbor 
because of his strong opinions and his shirt. It 
had a photograph of the Bible and two .45 
Colt revolvers with the words ‘‘I love my Bible’’ 
and ‘‘I love my guns’’. Naturally, they were in 
the right order. God then guns. Leave it to a 
Texas preacher to keep it all in perspective. 
You wouldn’t see that shirt up in Washington, 
DC. Some elites outside of our Great State 
fear ‘‘us southerners’’ and our colt 45s, and 
ridicule those who cling to their guns and reli-
gion. In Texas we have a rich tradition of 
proudly celebrating the right to bear arms. The 
elites seem to forget that not only do we cling 
to guns and religion, we cling to the Constitu-
tion that protects these rights. Many Texans 
believe the call for gun control is really a call 
for more government control. 

Texans aren’t the only ones who have his-
torically defended this right. During the birth of 
our nation, the Founding Fathers were very 
concerned—almost paranoid—that a strong 
Federal Government would trample on the 
rights of the people. Their concerns were war-
ranted because that is exactly what happened 
to the colonists, and that’s what governments 
historically do—trample on individual liberty. 
So after the ratification of the Constitution, the 
Framers purposely included a list of inalien-
able rights that are endowed by our Creator, 
not from government. One of them being the 

individuals’ right to bear arms. They knew 
from their experiences in the American War of 
Independence that an armed citizenry and a 
citizen militia were not only needed for per-
sonal defense, but were also the best safe-
guard against the tyranny of government. 

But here we go again. Today some in gov-
ernment once again fear the freedom of its 
citizens and are now calls to round up all the 
guns. Ironically, each day in the U.S. Capitol 
there are guards with guns by the doors—to 
the north, to the south, to the east, to the 
west—on the roof, on all of the entrances, and 
by the steps. Many elitist politicians and life-
long bureaucrats expect protections for them-
selves while advocating for more restrictions 
on guns for the people of America—hypocrisy 
at its highest. Most citizens don’t have govern-
ment guards protecting them 24/7. Many peo-
ple feel defenseless. In fact, one of the pro-
posals for more gun laws mirrors the stringent 
DC. gun laws. If the DC gun laws worked, DC 
would not be such a violent city. If DC gun 
laws worked, why are there so many armed 
guards at the Capitol? 

The elites want more government power 
and control while taking away liberty from the 
rest of us. They want to punish the guns, not 
the people who commit crimes with guns. 
They want to keep their special government 
protection while redlining the Second Amend-
ment for the people. They say, ‘‘Protection for 
me but not for thee’’. Not much has changed 
since the days of the Santa Anna. Oppressive 
governments will always seek to limit the free-
dom of their citizens. Mexico eventually lost 
Texas and Great Britain eventually lost Amer-
ica. Both wars started because those in 
charge wanted to take guns away from the 
citizens. Those who seek to take guns away 
from Texans should open a history book. 
Those early Texans defied Santa Anna, hoist-
ed the flag ‘‘Come and Take It’’, and the rest 
they say is Texas history. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jackson Anthony 
Carrizzo. Jax is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Jax has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jax has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned 33 merit badges, 
but also the respect of his family, peers, and 
community. Most notably, Jax has led his 
troop in various positions including Patrol 
Leader, has earned the rank of Foxman in the 
Tribe of Mic-O-Say and is a Brotherhood 
Member in the Order of the Arrow. Jax has 
also contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Jax redesigned, cleared 
and constructed a 70 foot stretch of walking 
trail in the Parkville Nature Sanctuary in Park-
ville, Missouri, connecting a new bridge to the 

walking trail and adding new approaches to 
the bridge. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jackson Anthony Carrizzo for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Michael Higgins, a professional 
staff member for the House Armed Services 
Committee, on his retirement after over 40 
years of public service. 

Mike’s dedication to the personnel and fami-
lies of the U.S. Armed Services began in 
1970, when he joined the U.S. Air Force as a 
career personnel officer. His assignments in 
the Air Force included the Military Personnel 
Center, the Office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force, and a variety of unit personnel posi-
tions. After retiring as a lieutenant colonel in 
1990, Mike joined the staff of the Committee 
on Armed Services, Subcommittee on Military 
Personnel, where he served for most of his 23 
years on Capitol Hill. His work has affected 
the lives of millions of active, reservist, retired, 
and civilian Department of Defense men and 
women and their families. His expertise on all 
policy and fiscal matters related to the 
sustainment of the morale, welfare, and recre-
ation programs of the military services, includ-
ing the commissary system and military ex-
changes, helped ensure a high quality of life 
for all who have served in the military. 

Mike’s tireless efforts to protect and en-
hance the quality of life for service members 
resulted in many notable achievements. His 
early advocacy and shaping of statutes that 
required the military services to consider and 
address individual service members’ deploy-
ment time helped lead the Services to recog-
nize that frequent back-to-back deployments, 
combined with extensive training even when 
not deployed, were a detriment to readiness. 
His recognition of the special challenges and 
needs of service members also led to the 
drafting of the critical skills retention bonus— 
a very flexible tool that allowed military leaders 
to target bonuses and bonus amounts at re-
taining people with crucial military skills, such 
as senior special operations non-commis-
sioned officers and intelligence analysts. 

Mike also helped transform the environment 
supporting our service members. His oversight 
of the initial implementation of the Military 
Child Care Act of 1989 resulted in the world- 
class military child care system that exists 
today. He helped make subsistence and hous-
ing payments more consistent with the real- 
world conditions faced by service members 
and their families, and eased compensation 
penalties for military widows and disabled re-
tirees. More importantly, Mike established him-
self as an honest broker and listener to all 
parties, including advocacy groups, particularly 
in managing the committee’s response to the 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ policy from its inception 
until its repeal in 2011. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
recognize Michael Higgins. Mike personifies 
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